AUCTIONS SALEROOM NEWS FROM MALCOLM THORNE

ARIZONA GROWS BUT PRICES DROP
$2.8m for this spectacular Alfa 6C-1750

CERV-1 made $1.32m at Barrett-Jackson

Bonhams’ magnificent
1963 E-type Lightweight
set a new auction record
for a post-1960 Jaguar
1930 Duesenberg Model J sold for $880k

After a poor showing in 2016, both
the sell-through rate and overall
totals at January’s Scottsdale extravaganza were up this year, the
Arizona sales grossing $250.6m
with 83% of cars sold. The increase
in the total raised was down to a
greater number of lots, however
(up 12%, at 3486), with the average
price dropping from $116k to $90k.
Top figure of the week went to
Bonhams’ E-type Lightweight,
which made $7.37m to become the
most valuable post-’60 Jaguar ever
sold at auction. A 1952 Ferrari 340
America Vignale Spider realised
Bonhams’ second highest price at
$6.38m, while a ’28 Mercedes-Benz
S-type with Pebble Beach history

made $4.8m. The auction house’s
Alfa Romeo 6C-1750 also made the
week’s overall top 10, at $2,805,000.
RM Sotheby’s best result went to
a ’39 Mercedes 540K Spezial Roadster at $6.6m, with three Ferraris
also making the Scottsdale top 10:

a ’69 365GTS ($3.6m),
an F50 ($3.14m) and a
’61 400 Superamerica
($3.1m). The 10 highest Arizona prices were
rounded off by Gooding & Co’s gorgeous
1925 Bugatti T35 GP,
which changed hands
for $3.3m, followed by
a superb Classichecertified Ferrari 500
Superfast that fetched $2.9m.
Barrett-Jackson’s top sellers
comprised a 1964 Aston DB5
($1.49m), the Zora Arkus-Duntov
1960 Chevrolet CERV-1 experimental car ($1.32) and an imposing
1930 Duesenberg Model J Dual

Cowl Phaeton ($880k). Highlights
at Russo and Steele were a stylish
1954 Mercedes 300S Cabriolet
($424k), a Ferrari Dino 246GTS
that was unusually finished in black
($379k) and a 1969 Ford Mustang
Boss 429 ($335k). Silver’s results
included a ’52 Nash-Healey Pininfarina ($70,200) and a brace of
Dodges: a fearsome 1968 Charger
($69k) and a ’66 Coronet ($68k).
Worldwide, which was holding
its inaugural Scottsdale event,
achieved an astonishing $1.98m for
its ’67 Chevrolet Corvette 427/430,
while its gorgeous 1955 Lancia
Aurelia B24 Spider America made
$1.1m and a 1966 Shelby GT350
Convertible sold for $742,500.

Dino concept wows Paris
Undoubted star of this year’s Rétromobile auctions was Artcurial’s ’65 Dino
206P Berlinetta Speciale. One of the most famous prototypes in Ferrari
history, the unrestored car fetched €4.4m. Artcurial’s magnificent Bugatti
T57 Atalante smashed its €1-1.5m estimate, meanwhile, changing hands for
€2.3m. Top spot at RM Sotheby’s went to its gorgeous 1934 Alfa Tipo B P3
(€3.92m), followed by a Ferrari 365GTS/4 Spider (€2.16m) and a Porsche
959 Sport from a Swiss collection (€1.96m). Another Porsche to do well
was a 1995 911 turbo cabriolet at
€1.34m (€300k above estimate).
At the Grand Palais, Bonhams’
Aston Martin Ulster team car also
beat its pre-sale figure: after some
intense bidding, CML 719 raised
€2.01m to a round of applause.
Away from the stars, a ’55 Renault
4CV police car soared to €39,700.
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Left: RM Sotheby’s Alfa Tipo B. Above: Dino concept was the star of 1965 Paris Salon

