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1963 SHELBY 289 COBRA
“DRAGONSNAKE”
Reading time: about 3 minutes.
AMERICAN / CARS / RACING / SHELBY

The Shelby Cobra is one of those larger than life cars that we’ve all
owned at one time or another, typically at 1:18th scale. The
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Dragonsnake is an extremely rare variant of the Cobra, it was a
dominant force on the 1/4 mile strips of the USA in the mid-to-late
1960s, taking victories from coast to coast, breaking multiple
national records and taking a World Championship.

THE STORY OF THE SHELBY COBRA
DRAGONSNAKE
The Dragonsnake was a special Cobra developed speciﬁcally for drag
racing – it was the brainchild of a small team of Shelby employees
who convinced Carroll to let them take a public relations car (chassis
CSX2019) and rebuild it for the drag strip. The original Dragonsnake
was ﬁtted with the a 289 Ford V8, a series of modiﬁcations were
made to the chassis and suspension to ensure the cars were ideal
for drag racing – 23 mods were made in total.
Just four of these original 289 V8-powered Cobra Dragonsnakes
were built by the factory, and an additional three were built
independently with parts and speciﬁcations supplied by Carroll
Shelby’s factory.
On the 1st of January 1965 the production run of the new 427 cubic
inch-powered V8 Shelby Cobra began. The previous 289 Cobra had
reached its reliable development peak at approximately 380 hp, but
the new 427 could turn out 425 bhp before serious tuning.
Following on from their successes with the 289 Dragonsnake, Shelby
decided to oﬀer a DragonSnake variant of the newer and far more
powerful 427 car. The spec-sheet included 14 special features,
including seat belts, drag headers, Koni front and rear shocks (tuned
for drag racing), Goodyear drag slicks on the back, a 4.54:1 rear end
ratio, a hood scoop, twin electric fuel pumps, a battery relocation
(behind the passenger seat), heavy duty half shafts, an N.H.R.A.
approved scattershield, and an N.H.R.A. approved approved roll bar.
The MSRP of the 427 Dragonsnake was a staggering $11,178
including freight – a sky high price tag for the mid-1960s. Likely as a
result of this, just one was ever built – chassis CSX3198.

THE SHELBY COBRA 289 DRAGONSNAKE
SHOWN HERE
The car you see here is one of the original 289 examples, it was
independently prepared, and it’s the most successful of all the 289
Dragonsnakes. The car was built by Jim Costilow and Bruce Larson,
with new rear-fender ﬂares, American Racing wheels, drag slicks, a
chrome roll bar, a Sun tachometer, and a series of chassis tweaks.
With its four twin-choke Weber carburettors the car was capable of
325 bhp, an astonishing ﬁgure for the mid-1960s, even before you
note the car’s kerb weight of just ~2,000 lbs.
Over the course of its competition life, the Costilow/Larson
Dragonsnake was unstoppable. In 1965 it won at the Pomona,
California Winternationals, the Bristol, Tennessee Springnationals,
and the U.S. Nationals. In 1966 the car was sold to Ed Hedrick of
Philadelphia, who competed in NHRA Northeast Division 1 B/Sports
– winning all National-level races entered including the
Springnationals and U.S. Nationals. He continued racing in 1967,
winning that year’s Springnationals, Winternationals, U.S. Nationals,
and the World Championship.
It’s rare that we see Dragonsnakes come up for auction, but this one
is due to roll across the block with Worldwide Auctineers on the
22nd of April at The Texas Classic Auction. They estimate its value at
between $1,100,000 USD and $1,300,000 USD, and you can click
here to read more or register to bid.
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1964 AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000
WORKS RALLY CAR
BRITISH / CARS / RACING /
RALLY / RARE

In 1964 the
Austin-Healey
factory in
Abingdon built
just three works
rally cars, they
typically built a
few each year and
the cars would
compete in many

of the world’s
biggest racing and
rally events –
often punching
well above their
weight. The
standard AustinHealey 3000 is
powered by a
2912cc inline-6
with overhead
valves,…
READ MORE 

GUY MARTIN’S HONDA
CBR1000RR FIREBLADE
HONDA / MOTORCYCLES /
RACING

Guy Martin is a
down to earth
motorcycle racer
and truck
mechanic who
shot to worldwide
fame in 2011
when the
documentary
Closer to the Edge
was released – a
ﬁlm that followed
the men and
machines of the
2010 Isle of Man
TT races –
speciﬁcally Ian
Hutchinson and
Guy Martin.
Martin has 15
podium…
READ MORE 

TONINO LAMBORGHINI ON
FERRUCCIO LAMBORGHINI

CARS / FILMS

Ferruccio
Lamborghini is a
towering ﬁgure in
the history of
sports
automobiles –
and it almost
never came to be.
The story of how
Ferruccio turned
from making
tractors to sports
cars is the thing
of automotive
legend, and unlike
many legends,
this one is
actually true. This
short ﬁlm by
Quartamarcia
features Tonino
Lamborghini…
READ MORE 

THE HOMEMADE GIN KIT
AMERICAN / GEAR / TASTE

The Homemade
Gin Kit allows
those of us
who’ve always
wanted to be
moonshiners the
chance to make
our own personal
ﬁrewater, and
then oﬀer it to
unsuspecting
guests as a
refreshment. Each
Homemade Gin
Kit contains two
375ml glass
bottles, a ﬁne
stainless steel
strainer, a
stainless steel
funnel, a tin of

Juniper berries,…
READ MORE 

JAGUAR LIGHTWEIGHT ETYPE NUMBER 15
BRITISH / CARS / DESIGN /
ENGINEERING

In 2014 Jaguar
shocked and
delighted the
motoring world
by announcing
that they were
going to build 6
more Lightweight
E-Types – the
original
production run in
the mid-1960s
was intended to
produce 18 cars
and so 18 chassis
numbers were
assigned, but just
12 were built.
Once the decision
to restart
production for
the…
READ MORE 

NORTHLAND TRADITIONAL
TRI-WOOD SKIS
AMERICAN / DESIGN / GEAR

The Northland Ski
Manufacturing
Company got its
start in 1912 –
making it the
oldest ski
company in the
USA and a name
recognised by

many across the
US and around
the world.
Everyone from
ﬁrst time skiers to
Olympians have
used skis with the
Deer Head
trademark, and
today their
workshop (at
6,732 feet)…
READ MORE 
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Have a question or

The Silodrome is a carnival sideshow attraction sometimes referred to as

submission?

the “Wall of Death” – you may have seen one at a small county fair or

editor@silodrome.com

circus, the vertical velodromes were originally built in the countryside from
old grain silos, leading to the name "Silodrome". Learn more...
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